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Dear Parents and Carers,

This week has certainly challenged us all; thankfully, cooler 
temperatures are on their way and a return to normal.   Your 
feedback has been very much appreciated as we have navigated 
these last few days; everyone has their own thoughts on what is best 
and as such it is difficult to please everyone. As a Trust, you know 
that we will stay open, come snow or shine, and work around the 
risks. This is what we have endeavoured to do to continue to provide 
the support you need as families.

Despite the heat, it has been another busy and exciting week here at 
Passmores.

On Wednesday, we welcomed back our very tired - but happy - Year 
7 students following their fun-filled few days away in Mersea. It only 
feels like five minutes since they joined us, yet on Thursday we were 
already saying hello to a brand-new cohort of Year 6 students as 
they took part in their first induction day. We cannot wait for them to 
join us in September.

At the other end of the school journey, our year 10s have battled 
through their mocks, giving their very best with the heat.  They have 
been brilliant and shown such resilience. Results will be given (in an 
envelope) in the last week of term. 

We also had the opportunity to say a final farewell to our outgoing 
Year 11 students as they returned for one final time on Thursday 
evening, in all their finery before heading off to their prom. It was a 
lovely occasion and a fitting way to mark the end of their time at 
Passmores. We look forward to seeing them all in August, when 
hopefully they get the results that they deserve / need for their next 
steps.

Three weeks to go!  Still so much to do and experience, including our 
re-scheduled Sports Day on Friday 3rd July.

Natalie Christie
Principal of Passmores Academy
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TOP PASSMORES POINTS ACHIEVERS 
Friday 19th to Thursday 25th June 2026

Holcroft, Sofia Year 7 30

Richards, Sophia Year 7 26

Woodington, Isla Year 7 25

Gligor, Damian Year 7 23

Clements, Fifi Year 7 21

Gardner, Max Year 7 21

Aken, Harry Year 7 20

Olasunkanmi, Fareedah Year 7 20

Craig, Calum Year 7 19

Hynd, William Year 7 19

Mustafa, Maya Year 7 19

Newberry, Gracie Year 7 19

Greenhalgh, Ella Year 9 44

Hanks, Liara Year 9 44

Lloyd, Samuel Year 9 44

Wing, Lacey-Mae Year 9 44

Toku Appleton, Ethan Year 9 43

Morgan, Dexter Year 9 41

Ricketts, Rachel Year 9 41

Wright, Megan Year 9 41

Hards, Isabella Year 9 37

Gjoni, Leart Year 9 34

Man, Rosie Year 9 34

Wheeler, Harry Year 9 34

Chui, Kingsley Year 8 45

Howe, Tate Year 8 39

Pavel, Teo Year 8 36

Rothon, Alice Year 8 35

Crook, Fenton Year 8 34

Layer, James Year 8 34

McIntosh, Jack Year 8 34

Addison, Sophie Year 8 33

Hardwidge, Archie Year 8 33

Morris, Archie Year 8 33

Smith, Stanley Year 8 33

Walker, Leia Year 8 33

Norburn, Amber Year 10 20

Perez-Dusza, Cherry Year 10 18

Everett, Melody Year 10 16

Gough, Max Year 10 16

Anfom, Christabel Year 10 13

Behan, Romey Year 10 13

Crook, Lacey Year 10 13

Smith, Esme Year 10 13

Webb, Jacob Year 10 13

Denkewicz, Jan Year 10 11

Hogg, Sophie Year 10 11



PASTORAL UPDATE

Thought for the Week

This week’s focus has been all about embracing Sports Day. House meetings were in 
full flow as team sheets were prepared, with a real sense of house identity and team 
spirit on show across the school.

Unfortunately, the weather had other plans, meaning Sports Day has been rescheduled for next Friday. 
While disappointing in the moment, it has only added to the anticipation. We will have to wait a little longer 
to discover who will be crowned Sports Day Champions, but the extra time will surely allow the excitement 
to build even further!
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

In the News

   Students tuned into Newsround this week to explore the stories making national 
   headlines.  In particular, discussions were centred around the extreme weather 
   conditions and events taking place in Downing Street, both of which prompted 
   thoughtful conversations in tutor groups.
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

In Other News

It has been another incredibly busy and successful week across the school:
 
   Year 7 Mersea Trip: Students returned on Wednesday afternoon after a fantastic trip. 

  They made wonderful memories and represented the school brilliantly—although 
   there were certainly some tired faces on return (and that was just the staff!).

Year 6 Induction Day: Thursday saw our incoming Year 7 cohort join us as part of their 
transition programme. There was a mixture of nerves and excitement, but all students 
had a fantastic day. We look forward to welcoming them fully into the Passmores 
community in September.

   Year 9 Harlow College Taster Day: Year 9 students spent the day at Harlow College, 
   gaining valuable insight into future pathways. Feedback has been very positive, and 
   the experience will help inform their next steps.

Year 11 Prom: Thursday evening marked a wonderful celebration as Year 11 enjoyed 
their prom. Despite the heat, students looked fantastic and danced the night away, 
an excellent way to mark the end of their time at Passmores.

 Continues on the next page….



Weekly Winners

Fabio Enache
Archie Morris

Scott Maynard-Eve 
Yusrah Oki

Ruby Clarke
Adam Reynolds
Mason Norris

Sam March
Ryan Ward

Max Messenbird

Looking Ahead to Next Week…

Another action-packed week awaits:

▪ Thought for the Week: Sports Day will take centre stage as we finally host our rescheduled events.

▪ In the News: Students will explore Drowning Prevention Week, raising awareness of water safety 
ahead of the summer holidays.

▪ Key Events:
▪ Year 5 visits – Monday
▪ Year 6 Induction Evening – Thursday
▪ Year 7 & 8 Careers Day – Thursday
▪ Year 9 & 10 Work Shadowing Day – Thursday
▪ Sports Day – Friday

It promises to be a busy and exciting week—here’s hoping for slightly cooler temperatures!



Mersea 2026

East Mersea certainly came around quickly. It feels like only yesterday that I was organising the initial 
assembly to garner interest in what is the best trip in the school calendar.

On paper, taking 140 students and 15 staff on a residential is a daunting task. In reality, it was quite the 
opposite. The students represented themselves and the school amazingly. They got stuck into every 
activity and embraced the Mersea motto: “Life is not a spectator sport”.

From scaling the climbing walls and descending the zipwires, to performing in Mersea’s Got Talent, and 
wearing a hard hat for 24 hours as a forfeit, staff and students alike made memories that will last a 
lifetime. If you ever want your young person to be ready for a certain time, try playing the Final 
Countdown by Europe… they’re well-conditioned to be where they need to be by the end of the song!

We went through several hundred litres of water, about 20 bottles of suncream, a few bottles of after 
sun, and that was just the staff!

Mersea 2027 is already booked in, but it will take a lot to top the experience of Mersea 2026.

SUBJECT / INFORMATION UPDATES



Set Design Crew - Matilda

The famous saying ‘it takes a village to raise a child’ could never be more true when it comes to putting on 
a school production. Whilst the team have been working hard to get the scenes blocked, the dances 
choreographed and the harmonies nailed, the set design has taken a back seat due to the exam season 
needing to use the hall.

With only 11 days to go we have a mammoth task to get the set ready, and I couldn’t be more thankful to 
the students that have been offering their time to help start getting things ready. It is often the backstage 
crew that go unnoticed in putting a production together, but the committed students I have, have been 
willing to work through the heat and at weekends to help bring the show to life.

To Poppy Perkins, Jack Bolwerk, Sophia De Lima, Amy Kingsland, Immy Long & Mason Norris – you are 
superstars.



Year 9 Students Experience College Life

On Thursday 25th June, all of our Year 9 students had the exciting opportunity to attend a taster day at our 
local college, giving them a valuable insight into further education and future career pathways.

During the visit, students enjoyed a tour of the college campus, exploring the excellent facilities and 
experiencing what life as a college student could be like. They also attended an informative presentation 
about the wide range of courses available, as well as learning about the many career opportunities and 
progression routes that studying at college can offer.

The highlight of the day was taking part in a variety of hands-on activities linked to different subject areas 
and industries. Students studying Plumbing had the chance to try soldering pipes, while those exploring 
Motor Vehicle learnt how to change a tyre. In Engineering, students worked together to build race cars 
before putting them to the test in a friendly competition. Hospitality students worked in the Skylight 
restaurant, alongside many other engaging activities taking place throughout the day.

I was incredibly proud of the way our Year 9 students conducted themselves throughout the visit. They 
represented the school exceptionally well, demonstrating enthusiasm, curiosity and respect at all times. 
Their positive attitude and willingness to engage with every activity were noted by college staff and were a 
credit to both themselves and the school community.

The taster day provided our students with an excellent opportunity to develop new skills, discover 
potential career interests and gain a greater understanding of the exciting opportunities available to them 
after school. We would like to thank the college staff for hosting such an enjoyable and informative day.

Tammy Bassett
Head of Department – iFuture and Careers



Top Tech Tips…

EE have recently launched their ‘Safer sims’. These are sim-only plans that 
have child protection features built into the SIM, which, unlike software-based 
restrictions, cannot be turned off.

They offer 3 tiers of restriction:

One of the key features of these plans are that, if you opt for a “guided” or “trusted” sim, when they have used 

the allocated data, they get given the same data as the “protected” sim where only WhatsApp and maps will 

work but they will always be connected.

It is important to note, this only works when they are using EE’s network and won’t work when they are on

Wi-Fi so it is recommended to have parental controls set up on your Wi-Fi too.

For more information, visit: https://ee.co.uk/mobile/safer-sims

Protected - £9 p/m Guided - £12 p/m Trusted - £15 p/m

▪ Little Data – Maps and 

WhatsApp

▪ Unlimited minutes and texts

▪ Network-level parental 

controls.

▪ Scam call identification.

▪ Blocks on premium-rate calls 

and charges added to the 

phone bill.

▪ Blocks 18-rated material any 

content above a PG rating 

prevents functioning of chat, 

dating, and unmoderated 

social networking sites e.g. 

Instagram, Snapchat etc.

▪ Google SafeSearch to filter 

out websites related to adult 

or unsecured content

▪ 3GB of Data

▪ Unlimited minutes and texts

▪ Network-level parental 

controls.

▪ Scam call identification.

▪ Blocks on premium-rate calls 

and charges added to the 

phone bill.

▪ Blocks 18-rated material

You can request the other filters 

from the “protected” sim here 

too.

▪ 10GB of Data

▪ Unlimited minutes and texts

▪ Network-level parental 

controls.

▪ Scam call identification.

▪ Blocks on premium-rate calls 

and charges added to the 

phone bill.

▪ Blocks 18-rated material

https://ee.co.uk/mobile/safer-sims
https://ee.co.uk/mobile/safer-sims
https://ee.co.uk/mobile/safer-sims


Year 6, 7 & 8

https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/passmoresacademy/t-ldnogyj
https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/passmoresacademy/t-plqaedr


Dear PCLC Family, Parents & Carers, 

Graham & Charlie Dowers (Paringdon) are taking on two cycling challenges this year as part of their 
annual fundraising mission in memory of their Nephew/Cousin, Greg and to raise much needed funds for
The Chocolate Run, a charity that I Chair and that hosts a Drop-In every Sunday evening (5-7pm) where 
Harlow's Street Homeless & Vulnerably Housed can get a hot meal/dessert and companionship.  Greg 
was a very popular Chocolate Run guest until July 2022 when he sadly died. 

The Poplar Kitten has offered their support by hosting alternating QUIZ and BINGO nights every 
Wednesday evening (from 7.15pm) every week throughout June, July & August. 

The Chocolate Run Trustees are very grateful to all involved and are keen to invite as many staff, parents, 
and carers to take part, either alone or as part of a group - I promise you will have a great time whilst 
raising money to help others. 

Jo Busson
CHAIR
The Chocolate Run 



Department Club Day Time Room Staffing

Art KS4 Art and Design GCSE Club Thursday 3:15 – 4:00 L105/104 GHS/VFX

English Book Club Thursday 3:15 – 4:00 English Dept NVH and team

English Creative Writing Club Thursday 3:15 – 4:00 U107 EBG/EPE

English Year 11 Homework Support Tuesday A 1:45 – 2:15 English corridor LKG

English KS4 Drop-in support Friday B 3:20 – 4:20 U103 LKG

French French Homework Club Wednesday 3:15 – 4:00 Y101 CFY

Geography Geography Film Club Thursday 3:20 – 4:15 U004 VNS

Music Steel Pans - Student Group 1 Monday 3:30 – 4:30  L19 DBK/JDE

Music Steel Pans - Student Group 2 Monday 4:30 – 5:30 L19 DBK/JDE

Music Soul Band Thursday 3:20 – 4:00 L19 DBR

Music Piano Club & Music Technology Thursday 3:20 – 4:00 L110 DBR

Music Glee Vocal Club Wednesday 3:20 – 4:00 L19 PTG

PE Cricket Monday - Break 1 10:55 – 11:20 Astro Turf MGD

PE Cricket Monday - Break 2 11:20 – 11:45 Astro Turf AMN

PE Cricket Tuesday - Break 1 10:55 – 11:20 Astro Turf GCI

PE Cricket Tuesday - Break 2 11:20 – 11:45 Astro Turf JWR

PE Athletics Tuesday 3.30 – 4:15 Sports Field All Staff

PE Cricket Wednesday - Break 1 10:55 – 11:20 Astro Turf RTR

PE Cricket Wednesday - Break 2 11:20 – 11:45 Astro Turf JKG

PE Tennis Wednesday 3.30 – 4:15 Tennis Court JWR/AMN

PE Rounders Wednesday 3.30 – 4:15 Sports Field GCI/ARY

PE Softball Wednesday 3.30 – 4:15 Sports Field MGD

PE Cricket Thursday - Break 1 10:55 – 11:20 Astro Turf OWY

Science Gardening Club Wednesday 3:20 – 4:15 L006 / Science garden SWT

Study Club Study Club Tues-Fri 3.15 – 4:15 G105/2 RKG

Youth Club Youth Club Tuesday 3.30 – 5:00 Heart Space AOS

Summer Term 2026
After School Clubs 





SPORT / PE UPDATES

On Friday 19th June, we took 84 students to Melbourne Athletics Track in Chelmsford for our annual 
Harlow and West Essex District Sports competition.

It turned out to be a fantastic day, with excellent weather and some outstanding performances on both the 
track and field.

I would like to say a huge thank you to all the students who took part, as well as the staff who attended, 
organised teams, and provided support throughout the day to help make the event such a success.

James Afram 
Long Jump 

Gold

Janelle Campbell 
Long Jump 

Silver

Charlie Mahon 
1500m 
Silver

Ava Rollinson 
1500m 
Silver

Tilly Spreadbury 
Shot Put 
Bronze

Bobby Paxton 
800m 
Silver

Amy Augustine
100m
Gold

Paige Bedford
Long Jump 

Silver

Chloe Theophil
100m 

Bronze

Nicolas Silva Magri
200m 
Gold



CAREERS NEWS

Young Economist of the year Competition (sponsored by KPMG)

For students in Years 10–13. Students can enter individually or in groups of up to 5.

• Task: Submit an essay, presentation, or video/audio answering one of five economics 
• questions (e.g. GDP vs happiness, free trade, dynamic pricing, billionaires, or AI and 
      growth).

• Deadline: 29 June 2026

• What happens next:
• 5 shortlisted entries announced September 2026
• Finalists present at KPMG offices in October 2026 (10-minute presentation + Q&A)

• Purpose: Encourage diverse students to engage with contemporary economic issues and share 
original ideas.

To find out more and apply, go to Young Economist 2026 | Discover Economics

Year 9 & 10 Work Shadowing Day, Thursday 2nd July

Work shadowing is a fantastic opportunity for students to gain a real insight into the world of work and to 
be given the chance to observe a job role which may be of specific interest for future career 
choices.  Letters have gone out to year 9 and 10 parents/carers about this opportunity.  Students will need 
to work with family or a close friend of the family. The deadline to find a placement is Friday 5th June 2026. 

On the letters, there is a link to a google form, to be completed once the student knows where they are 
going.  Any questions, please contact j.kay@passmoresacademy.com or 
t.bassett@passmoresacademy.com.

British Army Careers
 
Joining the Army Series: Soldier
Wednesday 1 July 18:00 - 19:00
Register Now

Virtual Harrogate Open Day
Wednesday 8 July 18:00 - 19:00
Register Now

These sessions are a great opportunity to:
➢ Explore career pathways and apprenticeships
➢ Hear directly from serving soldiers
➢ Build confidence in making informed next steps

https://www.discovereconomics.co.uk/young-economist-of-the-year-2026
https://jobs.army.mod.uk/meet-your-army/100041/?cid=mail2943542083
https://jobs.army.mod.uk/meet-your-army/100042/?cid=mail1752743129


ANY OTHER INFORMATION

KEY CONTACT INFORMATION

School Address

Passmores Academy, Tracyes Road, Harlow, Essex, CM18 6JH

Main Telephone 

01279 770800

passmores@passmoresacademy.com

Student Absence 

            Report via the                       app                 

Change of Contact Details

h.day@passmoresacademy.com

Student Services

pastudentservices@passmoresacademy.com

First Aid

pafirstaid@passmoresacademy.com

Extra-Curricular Clubs

h.day@passmoresacademy.com

Account / Trips

s.hodges@passmoresacademy.com

Homework

datateam@passmoresacademy.com

Free School Meals

pastudentservices@passmoresacademy.com

For a full list of staff contact details, click here

Reporting An Absence

If you need to report your child absent from school, please ensure you are following 
the correct procedure on Arbor.

If notifying us via the app:

- Click on the 3 lines (at the bottom left of the dashboard).
- Log Absence (green bar at the top)
- Complete the information and click ‘Log Absence’

If notifying us from a web browser:

- Click on the ‘Quick Actions’ button
- Click ‘Attendance’

mailto:passmores@passmoresacademy.com
mailto:h.day@passmoresacademy.com
mailto:pastudentservices@passmoresacademy.com
mailto:pafirstaid@passmoresacademy.com
mailto:h.day@passmoresacademy.com
mailto:s.hodges@passmoresacademy.com
mailto:datateam@passmoresacademy.com
mailto:pastudentservices@passmoresacademy.com
https://www.passmoresacademy.com/page/?title=Who%26%238217%3Bs+Who%3F&pid=25


Friday 3rd July Sports Day

Tuesday 7th, Wednesday 8th, Thursday 9th July School Production of Matilda Jr.

Friday 10th July Principal's Challenge Trip 

Monday 13th July DRAGON Celebration Assembly 

Tuesday 14th July GRIFFIN Celebration Assembly 

Wednesday 15th July LION Celebration Assembly 

Wednesday 15th July Year 6-8 Rounders, BBQ & Disco

Thursday 16th July UNICORN Celebration Assembly 

Friday 17th July End of Term
Early Finish for Students

FORTHCOMING EVENTS
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