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Dear Parents and Carers,

You may recall that some weeks ago I mentioned the Essex Teaching 
Awards. Well, I’m delighted to announce that Passmores has been 
shortlisted for an award in the category of Making a Difference. This 
is a significant achievement, and we are very proud to have been 
nominated. To be recognised in this way means a great deal to us, 
as making a positive difference to the lives of our students is at the 
heart of everything we aspire to do each and every day.

The awards ceremony will take place on Wednesday 17th June, 
where we will find out if we have been recognised as winners or 
highly commended.

Our Year 9 and 10 students will once again be heading out into the 
world of work on Thursday 2nd July for a work shadowing day. 
Thank you to those of you who are able to support these 
placements. Having done this previously, we know what an impact 
time in a workplace can have for young people in helping them to 
understand not only the expectations of being in work but also 
helping them to make informed decisions about life beyond 
Passmores.

If you are able to offer a young person a placement, please contact 
Julie Kay (j.kay@passmoresacademy.com) or Tammy Bassett 
(t.bassett@passmoresacademy.com). 

Finally, if you haven’t already done so, don’t forget to sign up for 
one of our Chit Chat Coffee and Cake sessions on Thursday 
11th June. Please use the link here to register your interest.

Wishing you all a very happy half-term — the forecast is looking 
promising! We start the final term of the year on Monday 1st June, 
and I look forward to seeing you all refreshed and raring to go ready 
for the final 7 exciting weeks of this academic year!

Natalie Christie
Principal of Passmores Academy
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Bricknell, Oscar Year 8 53

Wang, Ivan Year 8 51

Root, Riley Year 8 49

Mickevic, Nikas Year 8 46

Taylor, Jazmyn Year 8 43

Wheatley, Emily Year 8 43

Kowkabzadeh, Cayden Year 8 41

Wilcox, Luke Year 8 41

Jenkins, Ava Year 8 39

Spiewak, Filip Year 8 39

Wright, Megan Year 9 63

Hanks, Liara Year 9 51

Ricketts, Rachel Year 9 51

Crutchlow, Sam Year 9 50

Yusuf, Zahra Year 9 45

Gjoni, Leart Year 9 44

McCormick, Rosie Year 9 44

Toku Appleton, Ethan Year 9 41

Hards, Isabella Year 9 39

Man, Rosie Year 9 38

Wing, Lacey-Mae Year 9 38

Perez-Dusza, Cherry Year 10 38

Benge, Maddie Year 10 36

Hills, Ronnie Year 10 32

Gough, Max Year 10 31

Gunter, Noah Year 10 31

Norburn, Amber Year 10 31

Potgieter, Demar Year 10 31

Keen, Rein Year 10 30

Copas, Joe Year 10 28

Owen, Esme Year 10 28

TOP PASSMORES POINTS ACHIEVERS 
Friday 15th to Thursday 21st May 2026

Cotorobai, Vlad Year 7 73

Morrison, Evelyn Year 7 68

Sidorencu, Emma Year 7 64

Mustafa, Maya Year 7 62

Goodson, Ayla Year 7 60

Dixon, Sam Year 7 58

Mulligan, Riley Year 7 58

Luca, Daria Year 7 57

Lauderdale, Amelia Year 7 56

Tutka, Alicia Year 7 56

Applegate, Ronnie Year 11 15

Edwards, Melissa Year 11 15

Martin, Lewis Year 11 15

Thornton, Lily-Mai Year 11 15

Guiver, Laney Year 11 13

Guiver, Lilly Year 11 13

Clemente, Brian Year 11 10

Cracknell, Lily Year 11 10

Foster, Rosie Year 11 10

Franklin, Sophia Year 11 9

Year Group Attendance 
w/c 18th May 2026

Year 7 88%

Year 8 85.58%

Year 9 87.06%

Year 10 85.34%

Year 11 75.7%

All Students 84.3%



PASTORAL UPDATE

Thought for the Week…

This week, students marked Knife Crime Awareness Week, taking time to reflect on personal 
safety, the impact of choices, and the importance of looking out for one another. While the UK 
remains a country where most people feel safe, knife crime continues to be a serious issue, 
Particularly amongst young people, and it is important that students understand both the risks 
and the consequences associated with it.

Students explored the reality that knife crime destroys lives and impacts not only victims, but also families, 
friends and wider communities. Discussions focused on some of the reasons young people may feel pressured 
to carry knives, including fear, peer pressure, or the belief that carrying a weapon offers protection or respect. 
Importantly, students learned that carrying a knife actually increases danger rather than reducing it.

Discussions also reinforced the message that there are always alternatives and sources of support available, 
even when situations may feel difficult or unsafe. Students were encouraged to be active bystanders, to 
protect themselves and others by speaking up if they suspect someone may be involved in dangerous 
situations. Reporting concerns is not “snitching”; it is about keeping people safe and making responsible 
choices that protect our communities.
_________________________________________________________________________________________

In the News

  This week’s In the News session was delivered through BBC Newsround, helping students stay 
 informed about current affairs locally, nationally and globally. These sessions provide valuable 
 opportunities for students to engage with the wider world, develop awareness of important 
 issues, and discuss events shaping society today.

Encouraging students to follow the news also helps build critical thinking, communication skills and a broader 
understanding of the world around them, ensuring they remain informed and engaged citizens.
_________________________________________________________________________________________

In Other News

A cohort of Year 9 students headed off early on Thursday morning for their exciting trip to France and 
Belgium. We are sure they are having a fantastic time and look forward to hearing all about their experiences 
when they return.

On Friday, we also celebrated with a well-earned non-uniform day for students who achieved five or fewer 
behaviour points this half-term. It was wonderful to recognise the many students who consistently 
demonstrate positive behaviour and uphold our school values on a daily basis. For students who narrowly 
missed out this time, there will be another opportunity next half-term, with the criteria changing to achieving 
a positive conduct score overall (positive points minus behaviour points) across the half-term.

Meanwhile, Year 11 students continue to impress with their focus, resilience and determination as they 
progress through the GCSE examination season. Their maturity and commitment throughout this demanding 
period has been commendable, and with the end now in sight, we hope they are able to enjoy some well-
earned rest over the half-term break.

We would like to wish all students, staff and families a restful and enjoyable half-term holiday. We look 
forward to welcoming everyone back to school on Monday 1st June for the final term of this academic year—
a term that is always packed with exciting events and opportunities, including end-of-year assessments, 
Mersea, Sports Day, Prom, and much more.



Weekly Winners

Skylar Thompson
Scarlett Staples
Willow Gunter

Oscar Taylor
Molly Pioch

Ava Rollinson
Drew Smith 
Daria Luca
Mia Shraka

Eden Felstead

Half-Termly Winners

Year 7
 Jamie Donovan

Sam Dixon

Year 8
 George Euesden

Grayson Ford

Year 9
 Faye Golding

David Postelnicu

Year 10
 Maddie Benge
Dylan Piggott

Year 11
 Elissa Morris

Dylan Theophil



click here

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScURKAaddhsf39cIdNB2aB2CV_j17JTjBtLU_UzGNQxcqEC8g/viewform?usp=dialog




Department Club Day Time Room Staffing

Art KS4 Art and Design GCSE Club Thursday 3:15 – 4:00 L105/104 GHS/VFX

English Book Club Thursday 3:15 – 4:00 English Dept NVH and team

English Creative Writing Club Thursday 3:15 – 4:00 U107 EBG/EPE

English Year 11 Homework Support Tuesday A 1:45 – 2:15 English corridor LKG

English KS4 Drop-in support Friday B 3:20 – 4:20 U103 LKG

French French Homework Club Wednesday 3:15 – 4:00 Y101 CFY

Geography Geography Film Club Thursday 3:20 – 4:15 U004 VNS

Music Steel Pans - Student Group 1 Monday 3:30 – 4:30  L19 DBK/JDE

Music Steel Pans - Student Group 2 Monday 4:30 – 5:30 L19 DBK/JDE

Music Soul Band Thursday 3:20 – 4:00 L19 DBR

Music Piano Club & Music Technology Thursday 3:20 – 4:00 L110 DBR

Music Glee Vocal Club Wednesday 3:20 – 4:00 L19 PTG

PE Cricket Monday - Break 1 10:55 – 11:20 Astro Turf MGD

PE Cricket Monday - Break 2 11:20 – 11:45 Astro Turf AMN

PE Cricket Tuesday - Break 1 10:55 – 11:20 Astro Turf GCI

PE Cricket Tuesday - Break 2 11:20 – 11:45 Astro Turf JWR

PE Athletics Tuesday 3.30 – 4:15 Sports Field All Staff

PE Cricket Wednesday - Break 1 10:55 – 11:20 Astro Turf RTR

PE Cricket Wednesday - Break 2 11:20 – 11:45 Astro Turf JKG

PE Tennis Wednesday 3.30 – 4:15 Tennis Court JWR/AMN

PE Rounders Wednesday 3.30 – 4:15 Sports Field GCI/ARY

PE Softball Wednesday 3.30 – 4:15 Sports Field MGD

PE Cricket Thursday - Break 1 10:55 – 11:20 Astro Turf OWY

Science Gardening Club Wednesday 3:20 – 4:15 L006 / Science garden SWT

Study Club Study Club Tues-Fri 3.15 – 4:15 G105/2 RKG

Youth Club Youth Club Tuesday 3.30 – 5:00 Heart Space AOS

Summer Term 2026
After School Clubs 



SPORT / PE UPDATES

Cancer Research UK

Recently Cancer Research UK ran an event in Harlow and our very own Arthur Chatters signed up to compete. 

A regular to Harlow Park Run, Arthur has been refining his form, pace and endurance on a weekly basis. All this 
hard work came to fruition when he came 1st on the 5K with a time of 21:57. 

A massive congratulations to him and I am sure he will be sharing his tips and training plan with the staff who 
run park run to help them improve.



CAREERS NEWS

Young Economist of the year Competition (sponsored by KPMG)

For students in Years 10–13. Students can enter individually or in groups of up to 5.

• Task: Submit an essay, presentation, or video/audio answering one of five economics 

• questions (e.g. GDP vs happiness, free trade, dynamic pricing, billionaires, or AI and growth).

• Deadline: 29 June 2026

• What happens next:

• 5 shortlisted entries announced September 2026

• Finalists present at KPMG offices in October 2026 (10-minute presentation + Q&A)

• Purpose: Encourage diverse students to engage with contemporary economic issues and share original 

ideas.

To find out more and apply, go to Young Economist 2026 | Discover Economics

Year 9 & 10 Work Shadowing Day, Thursday 2nd July

Work shadowing is a fantastic opportunity for students to gain a real insight into the world of work and to be 
given the chance to observe a job role which may be of specific interest for future career choices.  Letters have 
gone out to year 9 and 10 parents/carers about this opportunity.  Students will need to work with family or a 
close friend of the family. The deadline to find a placement is Friday 5th June 2026. 

On the letters, there is a link to a google form, to be completed once the student knows where they are 
going.  Any questions, please contact j.kay@passmoresacademy.com or t.bassett@passmoresacademy.com.

Are you aged 14+ and interested in a career in medicine or healthcare?

Premed Projects Future Doctors Weekend takes place on Sat 23rd and Sun 24th May 2026, delivered online from 
12pm-2pm and is completely free.  It will also result in gaining a certificate which can be added to a CV.

What students will gain:

➢ Real insight into careers in medicine and surgery
➢ Experience working through clinical case studies
➢ Understanding of medical ethics and interview scenarios
➢ Exposure to how doctors think, diagnose and make decisions
➢ A signed certificate from doctors (useful for applications & interviews)

Students can register here: www.premedprojects.co.uk/free

https://www.discovereconomics.co.uk/young-economist-of-the-year-2026
http://www.premedprojects.co.uk/free


British Army Careers
 
Breaking down the Army Assessment
Tuesday 26 May 18:00 - 19:00
Register Now

Serving as LGBTQ+ In the British Army
Tuesday 9 June 18:00 - 19:00
Register Now

Joining the Army Series: Officer
Tuesday 23 June 18:00 - 19:00
Register Now

Joining the Army Series: Soldier
Wednesday 1 July 18:00 - 19:00
Register Now

Virtual Harrogate Open Day
Wednesday 8 July 18:00 - 19:00
Register Now

These sessions are a great opportunity to:

➢ Explore career pathways and apprenticeships
➢ Hear directly from serving soldiers
➢ Build confidence in making informed next steps
 

https://jobs.army.mod.uk/meet-your-army/100037/?cid=mail2690295952
https://jobs.army.mod.uk/meet-your-army/100039/?cid=mail7635825090
https://jobs.army.mod.uk/meet-your-army/100040/?cid=mail9045396499
https://jobs.army.mod.uk/meet-your-army/100041/?cid=mail2943542083
https://jobs.army.mod.uk/meet-your-army/100042/?cid=mail1752743129




ANY OTHER INFORMATION

KEY CONTACT INFORMATION

School Address

Passmores Academy, Tracyes Road, Harlow, Essex, CM18 6JH

Main Telephone 

01279 770800

passmores@passmoresacademy.com

Student Absence 

            Report via the                    app                 

Change of Contact Details

h.day@passmoresacademy.com

Student Services

pastudentservices@passmoresacademy.com

First Aid

pafirstaid@passmoresacademy.com

Extra-Curricular Clubs

h.day@passmoresacademy.com

Account / Trips

s.hodges@passmoresacademy.com

Homework

datateam@passmoresacademy.com

Free School Meals

pastudentservices@passmoresacademy.com

For a full list of staff contact details, click here

Reporting An Absence

If you need to report your child absent from school, please ensure you are following 
the correct procedure on Arbor.

If notifying us via the app:

- Click on the 3 lines (at the bottom left of the dashboard).
- Log Absence (green bar at the top)
- Complete the information and click ‘Log Absence’

If notifying us from a web browser:

- Click on the ‘Quick Actions’ button
- Click ‘Attendance’

mailto:passmores@passmoresacademy.com
mailto:h.day@passmoresacademy.com
mailto:pastudentservices@passmoresacademy.com
mailto:pafirstaid@passmoresacademy.com
mailto:h.day@passmoresacademy.com
mailto:s.hodges@passmoresacademy.com
mailto:datateam@passmoresacademy.com
mailto:pastudentservices@passmoresacademy.com
https://www.passmoresacademy.com/page/?title=Who%26%238217%3Bs+Who%3F&pid=25


Monday 25th – Friday 29th May Half-Term

Monday 1st June – Friday 17th July Summer Term 2

Wednesday 10th June Sports Presentation Evening

Friday 19th June District Sports

Friday 26th June Sports Day

Thursday 25th June Year 11 Prom

Tuesday 7th, Wednesday 8th, Thursday 9th July School Production of Matilda Jr.

Monday 13th July
DRAGON Celebration Assembly 

Tuesday 14th July
GRIFFIN Celebration Assembly 

Wednesday 15th July
LION Celebration Assembly 

Wednesday 15th July 
Principal's Challenge Trip; 

Year 6-8 Rounders, BBQ & Disco

Thursday 16th July
UNICORN Celebration Assembly 

Friday 17th July
End of Term

Early Finish for Students

FORTHCOMING EVENTS
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